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read in your presence, that you may be mindful
of yourself in God, and may know what care I
have, distant though I am, of your welfare.

"If you can at all influence for good the
people1 among whom you are in exile, do not
neglect the opportunity, that you may by God's
grace the earlier reach your own recovery."

The murder of Ethelred gave rise to this letter.
Alcuin had been very faithful in his advice to
Ethelred, as the following letter well shows. It
is very carefully composed, and a great anxiety
breathes in every balanced phrase.

' ' To the most beloved lord Aedelred the king
Alchuine the deacon sends greeting.

"The intimacy of love urges me to write an
intimate letter to thee alone.2 Because I shall
always love thee I shall never cease to admonish
thee, in order that, being subdued to the will of
God thou mayest be made worthy of His pro-
tection, and the nobility of the royal dignity may
be made honourable by nobility of conduct.

"No man is free or noble who is the slave of
sin. The Lord says,3 ' Whosoever committeth sin
is the slave of sin/ It becometh not thee, seated
on the throne of the kingdom, to live like common
men. Anger should not be lord over thee, but
reason. Pity should make thee loveable, not
cruelty hateful. Truth should proceed from thy
mouth, not falsehood. Be to thine own self
conscious of chasteness, not of lust; of self-

1  The Picts of the east of Scotland.

2  Matt, xviii. 15, " Go and tell Mm his fault between thee
and him alone."

3  John viii. 34,
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